
 



 
Tuesday 31 October 2017 will be recorded in the history of trolleybuses in the Capital as the very last day of 
operation. In fact to be absolutely correct, the final trolleybus, 384, brought the curtain down just after midnight on 
1 November when it entered Kilbirnie depot. It was not often that trolley duties ran so late but I trust because of this 
ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜέ ƳŀŘŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘȅ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
well-wishers who wanted to see history made ς sad though it was.  
 
The final day dawned fine and clear which enabled plenty of opportunities to take photographs and video. On a 
personal note I was at Kilbirnie depot just after 7am to hopefully record the very last trolleybus to leave the depot 
and start work but unfortunately I was too late; I would have needed to be present a bit earlier but nonetheless the 
event was recorded as you will see.  
 
My goal for the day was to at least record a trolleybus on all of the routes one last time, and I can say I ticked that 
one off easily. There were in fact just under half the fleet still operating on the last day, twenty-nine in fact, unless I 
missed an elusive one somewhere. By a stroke of luck I also managed to photograph all twenty-nine in action, so I 
count that as a bonus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the morning it was announced that despite protestations at the closure, the new Minister of Transport, Phil 
Twyford, would not be intervening in the due process because of the cost involved. (See report on page 41 of 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜύΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ Řƻ other than to enjoy the final hours of 
operation. 
 
At around 6pm that evening, a group of about thirty enthusiasts met outside Unity Books in Willis Street to voice 
their feelings about the closure decision. Television crews had been tipped off about the event and were on the 
scene recording speakers for their late news bulletins that evening. Having voiced their opinions some of the group 
embarked on a farewell trolleybus ride and chose a service to Miramar worked by 341. Later that evening they 
reminisced over a drink at the Roxy Theatre in Miramar.  
 
Meanwhile, with the clock ticking, the final trolleybus workings were coming to an end. I was not one of the hardy 
who stayed out till after midnight. Having spent almost 12 hours out and about in the city I was feeling footsore and 
άǘǊƻƭƭŜȅŜŘ ƻǳǘΦέ L ƭŜŦǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƛƴƎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
 
Sadly, despite this being the end of sixty-eight years of continuous trolleybus operation and one hundred and 
thirteen years of electric traction when trams are added to the equation, neither the GWRC (Metlink) or Go 
Wellington marked the event in any way. All that can be said for Metlink is that they put a couple of full page 
ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ tƻǎǘ όŀǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜύ ŀŘǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘǊƻƭƭŜȅōǳǎ 
operation and the removal of the overhead, and then on the final day advertised the time of the very last trolleybus 
departure for those interested. When the tram services ended in Wellington on 2 May 1964 there were thousands 
of well-wishers lining the streets. The end of the trolleybuses saw no such interest. The vast majority of people 
ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ƻǊ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴǘerested. 
 
384 ended up having the honour of working the final trolleybus duty that brought the curtain down. I understand 
that within minutes the power was turned off. Later that day work started on the decommissioning of the overhead 
with Broadspectrum staff starting to remove the wires in Victoria Street between Manners and Webb Streets. There 
is no turning back. It is over. Thanks trolleys, you have served us well for so many years. Lots of people, including 
drivers, enjoyed riding and driving you. Well done, good and faithful servants ς we will remember you. Rest in Peace. 
The bureaucrats wanted you gone and they succeeded.  
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ άǘƘŜ ŜƴŘέΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ άL ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜέΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
the context in how it is said. Thanks to all those who contributed to this special edition. The photographs are mine 
unless otherwise stated. 

Alan 

I believe these to be the twenty-nine vehicles that operated on the last day.  
332, 338, 339, 341, 346, 347, 350, 351, 352, 354, 358, 359, 360, 367, 368, 

369, 371, 373, 376, 377, 378, 379, 380, 381, 383, 384, 386 and 387. 

Front Cover: 354 mooches along Manners Street at 5.22pm on 31
 
October during the evening peak.  The display on the trolleybus is a bit of 

artistic licence on my part. However, it is a pity that after sixty-eight years of trolleybuses serving the city nothing was done to mark their passing.  



 
Many trolleybuses ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ άǘƘŜ ŜƴŘέ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜŘ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ 
others were faulty and needing repair. Two of the fleet, 364 and 366, were transferred to Karori depot for storage on 27 
October. Kilbirnie depot supervisor Peter Coventry participated in the transfer of the buses from Kilbirnie to their new 
home and provided these photographs recording the event. 

 

Left: 366 about to make its last journey from Kilbirnie to Karori.   
Peter Coventry is at the wheel. 
 
Below: As this was likely to be the last time this view could be 
composed the opportunity was taken to record the moment at the 
western end of Hataitai tunnel. Used for many decades by trams 
and trolleybuses the tunnel has now seen the last electric wired 
working through its bore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Left and below: En route to Karori depot 366 and 364 stopped for 
photographs in Glenmore Street alongside the Botanic Gardens. 
After turning at Karori Park terminus they made their way to the 
nearby depot in Darwin Street for storage. 

 

 

 

Photos: Peter Coventry. 

 

 

THE END OF THE ROAD FOR 364 AND 366   ς   27 OCTOBER 2017 

 


