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INTRODUCTION

Tuesday 31 October 2017 will be recorded in the history of trolleybuses in the Capital as the very last day of
operation. In fact to be absolutely correct, the final trolleyb884, brought the curtain down just after midnight on

1 Nowemberwhen it entered Kilbirnie depott was not often that trolley duties ran so late but | trust because of this
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well-wishers who wanted to seleistory madeg sad though it was.

The final day dawned fine and clear which enabled plenty of opportunities to take photographs and video. On a
personal note | was at Kilbirnie depot just after 7am to hopefully record the very last trolleybus to leadepht

and start work but unfortunately was too late; | would have needed to be present a bit earlier but nonetheless the
event was recorded as you will see.

My goal for the day was to at least record a trolleybus on all of thee®one last time, and | can say | ticked that
one off easily. There were in fact just under half the fleet still operating on the lastwlegty-ninein fact, unless |
missed an elusive one somewhere. &8stroke of luck | also managed to photographta#nty-ninein action, so |
count that as a bonus.

| believe these to be the twentgine vehicles that operated on the last day
332, 338, 339, 341, 346, 347, 350, 351, 352, 354, 358 3889,367, 368,
369, 371, 373, 376, 377, 378, 379, 380, 381, 383, 384a38887.

During the morning it was announced that despite protestations at the closure, the new Minister of Transport, Phil
Twyford, would not be intervening in the due procdsscause of the cost involvedSee report on page 41 of
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operation.

At around 6pm that evening, a group of about thirty enthusiasts met outside Unity Books in Widks$ Btvoice
their feelings about the closure decision. Television crews had been tippeabofit the event and were on the
scene recording speakers for their late news bulletins that evetiagingvoiced their opinionsome ofthe group
embarked on adrewell trolleybus ride and chose serviceto Miramar worked by341 Later that evening they
reminisced over a drink at the Roxy Theatre in Miramar.

Meanwhile with the clock tickingthe final trolleybus workings were coming to an end. | was not onth@hardy
who stayed out till after midnight. Having spent almost 12 hours out and about in the city | was feeling footsore and
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Sadly, despite this being the end of sigfght years ofcontinuoustrolleybus operation and one hundred and

thirteen years of electridraction when trams are added to thequation, neither the GWRC (Metlink) or Go

Wellington marked the event in any way. All that can be said for Metlink is that they put a coupld page
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operation and the removal of the overhead, and then on the final day advertised the time of the very last trolleybus
departure forthoseinterested. When the tram services ended in Wellington dMay 1964 there were thousands

of wellwishers lining the streets. The end of the trolleybuses saw no such interest. The vast majority of people
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384 ended up having the honour of working the final trolleybus duty that brought the curtain dbwnderstand

that within minutesthe power was turned off. Later that day work started on the decommissioning of the overhead
with Broadspectrum siff startingto remowe the wires in Victoria Street between Manners and Webb Streets. There

is no turning back. It is over. Thanks trolleys, you have served us well for so many years. Lots of people, including
drivers, enjoyed riding and driving yolvell done, good and faithful servantswve will remember you. &t in Peace

The bureaucrats wanted you gone and they succeeded.
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the context in howtiis said.Thanks to all those who contributed to this special edition. The photographs are mine
unless otherwise stated.
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Front Cover354mooches along Manners Street at 5.22pm or&tober during the evening peak. The display on the trolleybus is a bit of

artistic licence on my partHowever, it is a pity that after sixtyeight years btrolleybuses serving the city nothing was done to mark their pass



Many trolleybuseR A RY QA G YE RS GG KS SyRé F2NJ I ydzYoSNI 2F¥ NBlLrazyad {2YS
otherswere faulty and needing repair. Tvad the fleet,364and 366, were transferred to Karori depot for storage on 27

October. Kbirnie depot supervisoPeter Coventryparticipated in thetransfer of the busefrom Kilbirnie to their new

homeand provided thee photographs recording the event

Left: 366 about to make its last journey fronKilbirnieto Karori
Peter Coventrysat the wheel.

Below: As this was likely to be the last time this view could be
composed the opportunity was taken to recorcetmoment at the
western end of Hataitai tunnel. Used for many decades by trams
and trolleybuseghe tunnelhas now seen the lagtlectric wired
working through its bore.

Left and belowEn route to Karordepot 366 and 364 stopped for
photograpts in Glenmore Streetlangside the Botanic Gardens.
After turning at Karori Parterminusthey made their way to the
nearby depot in Darwin Streébr storage

Photos: Peter Coventry.




