
Local Transport Solingen

We move Solingen



Local Transport Solingen

LocalLocal Transport SolingenTransport Solingen



Local Transport Solingen

Public Transport in Solingen 
represents something special!
The SWS is a transport 
company that looks back upon 
more than 55 years of history 
in trolleybuses; and over 110 
years of local transport. 

We own one of the last three 
lineation for trolleybuses in 
Germany - and one of the 
largest in the whole of Europe.

 

Here, the first trolleybus in Solingen started his tour

One of the more modern trolleybuses

LocalLocal Transport Transport HistoryHistory : : 
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Public Transport started in Solingen in 1897 Public Transport started in Solingen in 1897 ––
with the construction of the first with the construction of the first „„TramTram--NetlineNetline““

Construction of „Tramnet“ at 
„Schlagbaum“
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On the 19th of June 1952 the first trolleybus started in 
Solingen, but „Trams“ were still in use until 1959.

A meeting of new trolleybus an old „Tram“ at 
„Graf-Wilhelm-Platz“
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Nearly all districts of Solingen are served 
by one of the six lines run by trolleybuses.

Opening ceremony in August 1993 – First trolleybus to „Aufderhöhe“

Our youngest lines are theOur youngest lines are the
685 and 686 and run in a circle685 and 686 and run in a circle
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These These sixsix lineslines areare

Linie 681 Solingen District Ohligs (main station) – District Hästen

Linie 682 Solingen District Ohligs (main station) – District Höhscheid Brockenberg 

Linie 683 Solingen District Burg at the Bridge – Wuppertal Vohwinkel Schwebebahn

Linie 684 Solingen Hasselstraße – Solingen District Widdert

Linie 685 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz (City Centre) - Klingenhalle – Aufderhöhe

Linie 686 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz (City Centre) – Mangenberg – Aufderhöhe

TrolleybusesTrolleybuses



Local Transport Solingen

and and thethe 18 18 lineslines of of busesbuses areare
Linie 687 Müngsten Brückenpark – Burg Schloss (only seasonal)
Linie 689 Solingen Höhrath – Solingen Burg Aue
Linie 690 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Solingen Obenitter
Linie 691 Solingen Sankt-Lukas-Klinik – Solingen Höhscheid
Linie 692 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Haan Markt
Linie 693 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Aufderhöhe
Linie 694 Solingen Ohligs Bahnhof – Leichlingen Busbahnhof
Linie 695 Solingen Abteiweg – Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz
Linie 696 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Solingen Untenkatternberg
Linie 697 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Solingen Rüden
Linie 698 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Solingen Papiermühle
Linie 699 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Solingen Kohlsberg
NE21 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Ohligs Hauptbahnhof
NE22 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Ohligs Hauptbahnhof 
NE23 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Vohwinkel Bahnhof
NE24 Solingen Widdert – Hasselstraße
NE25 Solingen GWP – Höhscheid – Aufderhöhe – Ohligs
NE28 Solingen Graf-Wilhelm-Platz – Kannenhof 

OmnibusesOmnibuses
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HereHere a a partpart of of ourour mapmap of of publicpublic transporttransport aroundaround thethe mainmain stationstation --
„„GrafGraf--WilhelmWilhelm--PlatzPlatz““

The networkThe network
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The headquarters of

is on Weidenstraße.
The fleet, the garage, 
the central office and 
the management are 
situated near the city 
centre an the GWP

Main Building 

Depot
Garage

Central Office 

The headquartersThe headquarters
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Our 94 buses are continually 
controlled by our mechanics.
51 articulated und 43 single busses 
are technical highlights, especially 
for our visitors.

The new generation of buses is an 
exclusively low-platform-articulated 
type. This enables the passengers a 
comfortably enter and exit by an 
entry height of only 34 centimeters.

We also drive environmentally 
friendly as we run trolleybuses and 
omnibuses with filtration of 
particles. 

The DepotThe Depot
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Technique for Technique for 
busses and netbusses and net

The busses are cleaned with a 
modern water-recycling-system

These specially constructed service cars for 
network-works are a normal view in Solingen.
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The new building was 
put into use in 1962.

All our buses are 
checked regularly by 
our 50 mechanics.

The garage is certified 
by a quality and 
environment manage-
ment system DIN EN 
ISO 9001 for local 
passenger transport.

The garageThe garage
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InternetInternet

WelcomeWelcome at at www.sobus.netwww.sobus.net

http://www.sobus.net/
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Some FactsSome Facts

25,5 Million passengers in 2007 – makes 69.873 passengers a day

Altogether 94 busses – 52 trolleybuses and 42 busses

The complete network of lines has 507  Stops

The 24 lines have a length of net of exactly 222 km

The network line for our trolleybuses is nearly 100 km 

24 lines – 18 bus lines and 6 trolleybus lines

The 94 busses travel a distance nearly 5.000.000 km a year
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Some NewsSome News

14 modern busses of the type 
Citaro by Mercedes were 
bought in 2007 – thus the 
fleet has become younger

They already have the sign 
EEV – enhanced 
environmentally friendly.
Thus, they are nearly in 
concurrence to our
clean-in-town trolleybuses
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Brand NewsBrand News

13 trolleybuses by HESS 
are about to be delivered.
By June 2009 15 of the 
newest Swiss trolleybuses 
will run in Solingen! 

So far, two of them are 
already in Solingen! 
They reached us on 
December the 5th –
Christmas like! 
Come and visit us…
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Comparison of the specific costs 
of Bus and Trolleybus

Specific costs per km in €

O-Bus 
Troleybus
(Energy)

A-Bus

(Fuel) 

Employment costs crew / bus service neutral neutral
Costs of operation 0,24 € 0,62 €
Costs of maintenance 0,36 € 0,37 €
Cost of Capital 0,22 € 0,15 €
Costs of purchase 0,82 € 1,14 €

Infrastructure expenditure 0,72 € 0,45 €

Put together : 1,54 € 1,58 €
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We move Solingen We move Solingen –– this motto represents our idea! 
Not only to move people physically, but to reach their 
hearts for the trolleybus.
We are proud to have the most modern public transport 
company for our customers.

Have we moved you ?!?Have we moved you ?!?
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Our trolleybuses welcome you in SolingenOur trolleybuses welcome you in Solingen
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